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avocant a Rel wtone. 


Non is Jum, qui utar omnino Lateris, que noftros animos deterrent atq, 


ge 


Cicero de Harus. . Refp. 





REEDOM< isin it felf a great and valnable 
Blefling ; but we muft not extend it to the 
fetting afide of all Order and Government : 
for then it deftroys it felf; and introduces the 
worft of Slavery. The Freedom of Nature fa 

pofes a Law; the Freedom of a State depends on Govel- 
ment ; and the Freedom of Chbriffianity owes its very 
Being to a Rule, which is the Gofpel, A Liberty to’ 
Deny every thing and Obey nothing, is not properly* 
fpeaking Freedom, but excefs of Power, and the very 
Hfence of Tyranny. In Arts and Sciences we do not 
call him a Free Painter, who draws a Man’s Face upon 
a Horfe’s Neck ; nor is he a Free Mathematician, who 
jnfifts never fo ftrenuoully, Zhat a Part is equal to the 


Arguments. 

Homer and the Bible are Miicellaneous Books, treating of feveral 
Arts and Sciences ; If theretore we would underftand thofe Books, 
we mutt hie eZ about thofe Arts and Sciences mentioned im) 
them, and Affirm or Deny accordingly. 


If many Falfe and Abfurd Notions concerning the Nature of the* 


-Deity, Religien and Divine Worfhip, have tormerly prevailed in . 


the World ; in order to avoid thefe, we mutt Think freely about 
them, and confequently may Affirm or Deny the Whole or any 
Part of Religion. . 

‘Men mutt See freely, for fear of having the following Confée/fion 
of Ey:-fight Faith put upon them. 

That a Ball can go through a Table. That two Balls may be made 
out 6 ave sinele one. Peers ah ae i 

pat a Stone may be madc to vanifh out of fight. 

‘That a Knot tebe undone with Wore ¥ . 
‘There have in all Ages been feveral Pretenders to Miracles and 
Revelatign, and under that U have obtruded their own idle. 
Dreams and Fancies upon the World, as if they really came from 
God ; we mutt therefore think freely of all {uch Syftems of Reli- 
gion, and confequently may admit or reject at our own Will and 


‘The Clergy in all Ages, and the Society for Propogating the 
Gofpel, do, S amlertakiog! to make Converts, wiedge their 
Right to think freely of Religion; therefore they may deny it if 


c. 

' 9 have their Shaffer, the Perfees their Zundava- 
flew, the Talapoins of Siam their Scriptures written by Sommo- 
nocodem, the Devizes their Alcheran, and the Chriftians their 
Gopal we muft therefore think freely of all thefe, and chufe 
which we like beft. : 

The Copies, Canon, various Lefions and Tranflations of the 
Bible, the Literal and Metaphorical Meaning of feveral Texts, and 


the Myfterious Obfcurity of others, render the whole very diffi- 
cult to be underftoed : We mutt therefore think freely, and con- 


— may aflent or not affent. * 
Priefts are very much divided in explaining the Myfte- 
ries, Dofirines and Articles of their Religion ; we muft there- 
fore Ley ecly, and confequently may believe or disbelieve as 
we think fit. 

The Priefts own fome of their Doétrines to be above Reafon, 
and therefoie a Frecethinker may deny them. 


The Priefts own that there are feveral Defects in their Church ; 
therefore we mutt think freely, and confequently may rejec& their 
Church if we pleafe. . 

Free-thinking is a State of Aétion; and fuch a State is better 
then being out of Action. Ergo 

- By Free-rhinking Men attain to the Knowledge of Vertue; 
therefore Free-thinking is not only our Right but our Duty. 


Socrates, Plato, <Ariftotle, Plutarch, Varro, Cicero, the two 
Cato’s, Seneca, Solomon, Fofephus, Origen, the Lord Bacon, Hobbs, 
Tidotfon, Erafmus, Father Paul and Lock, were great Men and 
great Free-thinkers. Ergo. 


Thefe are the mighty Difcoveries, thefe the irrefiftable 
Arguments with which our modern Free-‘binkers would 
renew the Attack upom a Church, that-has ftood the 
Shock, and efcaped unhurt from the more daring At- 
ae of Porphyry, Celfus, Fulian, and the Primitive 
Infidels ; Men, who would blufh for the wretched Tri- 
fling and Ignorance of fuch Followers, 1 am therefore 
in no great Pain for the growth of this Seét ; for I do 
not find they intend to prove any thing, but thar a 
greater Genie is requis’d for the carrying on of fub- 
fantial Iniquity than they are Mafters of ; and that fince 
Miracles and fupernatural Affifiance have been with- 
drawn from the Church, her Almighty Head and Go- 
emnor has, in proportion, weaken'd and infatuated al] 
thofe, who in thefe latter Days have rifen up againft her, 


Whole : But I find we have among the Mode 
Se& called The Free-thinkers, he profefs coud epee 


maintain any Doétrine or Pofition whatever, in op 
fition to Reafon, Revelation, or common. Coniems 
without troubling themfelyes about the Proof of it, but 
in vertue ef an undoubted Right to. Think 
Member of this Society has juft Publifh’d a 
tuled,  Difcourfe of Free-Thinking : 1 thall now examin 
his main uments, and becaufe Novelties > f@ 
much the Advantage of the old way of Reafoning, 1 ine 


tend to confute every one of them, b itty 
to be valid and Be The Reader at ae eer 
Notice, that Free-Thinking is to fignifie a Liberty Ay 


A 
slaplons 


And Deny whatever we pleafe, 


Pre reopen 
Suppofing Homer to be divinely Infpired as well as the , if! 
by euaking freely concernin, rey of a Goldfmniel, a ~ — 
and a maker, we can difprove all Walking Statues, Flying 
Tripods, and Ghariots ‘drawn by Doves; we may ; , 
convince the Gods of Lying. 

N Phiig- 


If many Falfe and A Notions in Morality, 
foph and Aitronomy, have prevailed in the World, we muff 
ink freely of thefe, end confequently may Deny that there jg 
any Order in Nature, Vertue in the Soul of Man, or a Star in the’ 
Oe ae Se for fearof being reft 
en m ¢ freely, for feamof being reftrain’d to an Syftem 
of Opticks or Rules for Eye-fight ; and ralbqucnsly may Agim 


That an Angle is the Arch of a Circle. 
That the Sun fets in the Sea. . And 
That the Stars are no bigger than Farthing Candles. 

There ever were, and {till are, fevéral Bohiaers to Intereft 
at Court ; we wry beg ee by Free-thinktng afirm, That there 
never was a Lord High Trcafurer, Sccretary of State, wr Lord Gif 
Fuftice in Great Britain. 


eee , 


. 


If the Society for Pr ing the Study of Nature fhould perfitade 
an Indian, “xh a Watch is not an agyof N yct he mnit not be~ 
lieve it to be a Machinc, becaufe fich a Notion puts him ynder a 
Reftraint, and takes away his Right to Free-thinking. 

Philofophers have their feveral Sects and Mafters, whofe Doe 
&trines they follow, as the Peripatericks, Stoicks, Platonifts, Gar- 
tefians, Scotifis, Ramfts, Gc. Therefore we mutt rhix freely, 
and confeqnently may deny that there is any fuch thing as right 
Reafon and good Senfe in the World. 

There are many Copics and Verfions of the Iliad, and a yait 
Number of Commentators differing trom one another about the 
meaning of feveral Places ; we mult therefore shink freely, and 
confequently may affirm that no fuch Book was ever wrijttca, 


Ariffotle, Copernicus, Tycho Brahe, and their Followers, differ im 
their Opinions concerning the Nature, Situation, and Motion of 
the Sun ; we muft therefore think freely, and confequentl may 
deny that the Sun fhines, or that there is any fuch Creature in being. 

e Tide, the Animal Life, and Moron of the Mufeles are own’d 
to be Myfteries in Nature ; Ergo, There is nd high Water, no jj- 
rag Saeerires neither is it in my Power to hold up my Finger, 

ere is. nothing Perfect under the Sun ; therefore by Prove 
thinking we may reject every thing that is good. 


It is better to do Mifchief than to be Idle ; and if we do not cone 
trive and do Mifchief fometimcs, we do not think frecly. Ergo 

It Men are reftrain’d by Vertue, they are not Free-tiinkars ; 
therefore by Free-thinking we alfo attain to the Knowledge and 
Practice of Vice. 

If the Effence of Free-thinking conlilts in oppofing Eftablith’d 

Notions, Zoroafter,"Elymas, Lucian, Mahomet, Vaninus, Effendi 
Bruno, Knipperdollen, Muggleton, Naylor, and Afgill, are as 
Chriftiaus and as great Men as Socrates, Plato, Hobbs, Tilecfom, 
Erafmus, and Lock. 
The Reader will, I believe, be of my Mind in this Par- 
ticular; when J have laid before him a ColleStion of the 
moft remarkable Propofitions contained in this cele- 
brated Piece; which I freely expofe to the Publick, 
without the leaft apprehenfion thar any rational Crea- 
ture will be weak enough to be infetted with them, 
My defign is to fet thefe Enormities in the Magiftrate’s 
way, and to give the Church notice of a proper Object 
for the exercife of that Difcipline, which is at length 
own'd to be her Right by our Laws, as undoubtedly it 
was by the Gofpel, Thefe Pro pofitions I thal rank under 
proper Heads, beginning with thofe which are lefs dan- 
gcrous, as being only Trefpafic:s againft common Senfe, 

Il Maan Bs reffing himfcif to the Perfon to 
whom his Book is inferibed, and whom he calls Ejguire, 

he 
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he fays, Begeule Trach is not for Knives and Fools, 
i Pa leat hopes of doing anyGood, but purely 
fy comiply with your Regwelt I fend you this Apology, P-4 

Faijhood.) Feee-thinking im y og + United 
Piovasens 30+ This is fo far.from being crue, that 
even their Clergy are reftrained ftom with fomte 
Doctrines. The Pricfts difpae whither Hell ‘Torments are 
Exernal orn, Heinftancesin Dr. H: Moore-and- Arch~ 
bifhop Tilleifon, p. 68. : The, Fa& is falfe ;, for they only 
difpure whether they. may. be Eternal or no, which is a 
Queftion widely different from the other. Pgs 102. He 
reprefents the Turks to be of 2 Folerating Temper and 
Friends to Free-thinking ;, tho’ it is notorious that they 
take particular Care to fence in their Religion with Penal 
Laws, and punifh Apoftacy, Profanation of their Mofques, 
and ven Blafphemny again CHR I ST, with Death. 

The great Chex of jupporting the Clergy, is aburden 
upon Society, which was never fel on ae bccafion. 
pe tig. Lawyers are never hired 10 defend 
ons in Law, p.109. Few or no Complaints are made of 
Uncieannefi and Debauchery, either from’ the Pulpit or 
Prefs, ps 116. ~~ 

‘ Sei Cordier We are obliged in Duty to Think 

of the bighe/? Points in Religion, p. ie ani 

wa bare Paeht, which a Man may ler alone if he thinks 

fit, p. 100s “P. 129, He quotes Cicero in_the Perfon of 

Gotta, -P. 128, He coridemns this way of quoting Cicero 
iff the Priefts, withour proving them guilty of it. - 

P. 154. He compares the Minor Prophets to the Au- 
thor of the Rights of the, Gbriffian Church, becaufe they 
oth wrote agidinft the Eftablifh’d Religion. But the As 

of the Rights pleads all along in his Preface, that he 
Sa for the Conftitution. See she Preface. 

P. 1°77. He declares the Effence of Free-thinkingto con- 
fift in er from the Opinions commonly received. But 

hi thinking Tracts kately Publifh'd, particularly 

Book. of Rights, make all Religion to confift in the 

ote or Opiniun of the Maerity. 
ap 4 Reidirin -] He quotes Horace and Virgil as Dire- 
Gots of our Faith, with regard to a Future State, p. 36. 

He makes it an unexpected Rule to diffent from oar 
Mothers and Grandmothers, p- 32. We muft therefore 
not call a. Cat, a Car, nor prefume to fay that September 
has 30 Days init. He allows the Priefis to Preach the 
Gofpel, bur-not to Harrangue upon a Text, P43: The 
advancing one Man’s Opinions againft a whole Church, 
he makes equivalent to this Propofition, That it  Cri- 
minal to the Truthy p.82. All Omiffions in the 
Publithing and Tranflating of Books he calls Pious 
Fraud, P+ 92- 

Nenfenfe.} : 
to a Self-cordent Truth, and admitting the Confequences de- 
pe from. it, p. 3. A refraint of popes: on Any 

jet, binders me from thinking on that Subjctl, p. 15, 
That two Balls may be made out of one littie one, as ab- 
frit as, That one Face may be a Hundred or a Thonfand, 
p- 17, Abfurd and Unnatural for a {peculative Atheitt 
to mh there was no God, p.39. The two laf? mentioned 
Divine: pave, with igour, (bat it muff be con- 


great 

ed wakiy lately attacked Dr, Whit - 68. 
Fle or ees Sabenerel fays in his crest at his 
Tryal, That by abandoning Pallive Obedience, we w/3 
render our felves the moft inconfitent Church in the World. 

which Words he muft fappoke, that many Doétrines’ 
of the Church were inconfiftent. and centradictory to 
one another ; ofberwife one Inconfijiency, more would not 
wake it the mcf Incon{itent Church tn the World, p. 76. 

Abuse of the Church and Clergy.) Miniffers Ordain'd in 

to the Devil's Service, p.30. At leaft nine Parts 

inten of the Priejts preach, eucry Sunday, contrary to the 
Articles they babe fubjcribed, p.67.. Pricfts have no Inte- 
reff to lead. Men into true Opinions, p. 109. O happy Coun 
ary, where there are no Priefts! p. 108. 

Assn the Government.) He declares it Jrretizionsto fup- 
pofe that Religion is necefjary to the good of Societes. p. 112. 
’ He’ makes it a Vertue to depart from Opinions com 
wnonly receiv'd. 


> I77- | 
Heowns the Ah uehotiey SF Crompell’s Parliament, p94. 
He introduces Cato the Cenfor as a Man of Vertue and 
Piety, for ridiculing the Religion cf bis Country, only be- 
eoufe tt was tftablifhed by Law, p.i35- | : 
‘=P. @4,3%. He makes the Lutheran and Popifh Faith to 
be-equally oppofite to the Church of England, .and grofs 
wpoptions on the People. I need not apply the Conie- 
tences of this Doctrine to our Succe/fion, 
_..drreligion. Profanene{s. | He propofes te account for the 
Creation, Deluge and buiiding of the Temple, by Natural 
Philofophy and ArchiteE are, pol. 
Hecondemps ics attributing any Power in this World 


at 


miftaken Optni- 


Ignorance does not exclude Men from affenting 


a pleafant Deceit, p. 3°. He makes hima Desoni/t, whof 
believes, That God talks to Mankind from Corners, or 
f@eours any ope Nation or People, p. 39. 

He argues, That the S’amites. have as much Right to 
3 gate their Religion, as the Priefts have to Plant the 

opek p- 43. He doubts whether Harranguing on a 
Text, falfly called Preaching the Gofpel, be contained in 
Chrift’s Commiffion, p. 43, He gives a Quaker the fame 
Right to preach in Sc. PauPs, that St. Paws had to preach 
tothe Jews; ps 45. 

No Guides, Fathers, C.mscil or Church upon Earth, 
p- 46. He puts the Go/pe/ onalevel with the Alchorgy, 
and Books of the Heathen Priefts, p.53. He con- 
demns this Saying, What is true of God, may feem mui 
impoffible tou, p.77- A certain Syftem of Divinity i 
not Divinity, p.110. Men of all Sets every where the 
fame, as to their Lives and Converfations, p.119. So. 
crates, the divineft Man on Earth, and a true Chriftian, 
would not attribute Anger tothz Gods,nor believe thet a- 
ble of Battles in Heaven, p.123. Socrates demonfirated al} 
Men to be Fools, who troubled themfelves with Enquiries 
into Heavenly Things, p.125. The Converfion of tbe 
Heathen World owing, in a great mzafure, to the Pla- 
tonifin of Chriftianity, p. 123. He extols Fofephus for 
centradi&ing Scripture, p. 160. He quotes TrLot/on tox 
maintaining, That it is better there were no reveal’d Re- 
ligion, than a Religion that occafions Strife in the World, 
p- 174. This mu contradi& our Saviour, or it can be 
no Proof of the Doftot’s Frée-thinking in the Senfe of this 
Author, and fer which purpofe he produces it. The fame 
mutt be {aid of his denying the Trinity ia the very next 
Page. I wonder after this, how he could ¢ail this Arch. 
bifbop, Good and Piow, who kept the firft Place in the 
Church, upon fuch Terms as, in his Confcience, he dif- 
allowed. 

Bla/phemy.| Fo-hbe, called by the Chinsfe, the God and 
Saviour of the World, bormto teach the way of Salvation, 
and to give fatisfation for all Mens Sins. Sommonoco- 
dom, asthe Siameze fay, was born of a Virgin, and ws 
the God expeted by the Univerfe, p-53- He ridicules the 
Chriftian Sacraments in the Werds of Fulian the Apo- 
State, p. 117. Socrates, the divine/t Man on Earth, and 
@ true Chriftian, disbeliey’d the Gods getting Women 
with Child, p. 23. Chrilt, the Firft-begotten of God, 
is nothing elje but Reafon, p. 424. Several of Plate’s 
Notions became Fundamental Articles of the Chrittian 
Paith, p.123. Warro, a Free-thinker, that is, ¢ Man of 
Vertue, becaufe he ridicul’Athe Fables of Gods begotten 
and proceeding from Gods, p. 134. Solomon, ‘whofe 
Writings are part of God's Word, believed the World to 
be Eternal, and deny'd a future State, p. 151. The Pro 
phets, who fpake by the Spirit of God, compared with the 
Author of the Rights.of the Chriftian Church, p. 160, 

Atheifm.| Socrates, the Divineft Man on Earth, and 
a true Chrifiian, becaule be disbeliev'd the Gods, p. 123. 
Cicero, a Free-thinker, that isa Man of Vertuc, becauie 
he deny d the Being of the Gods, p. 136. Seneca has the 
fame Chara@er, for denying a future State: Whence 
St. Ferom reckon'd bim a Saint, and the Chriftians forg’d 
Letters between bim and St. Paul, p. 150 Synefivs, whill 
a Free-thinker, or Man of Vertue, deny'd the Lmmorte 
lity of the Soul. Condemn’d for turning ‘Chriftian, and 
believing the Refurrefion, p. 168. Plutarch reprefented 
as @ Man of Learning -y Vertue, for recommending 
Atheifm, which brings Men to an Unconcerneduess aud 
Evennefs of Temper, and by denying God, cafes us of bis 
Fear, which is Superftition, p. 132. 

P. 91. He makes the Philofophy of Epicuras a compleat 
Syftem of Atheifm; and yet, p. 123, he places hia 
mong the Free-thinkers or Men of Vertue calls him to 
Greate/t of all Philofophers, who ought to be venerated 
by Chriftians, as teaching a bigher Degree of Vertue thas 
our Saviour. P. 130. He concludes, That thz Enemi:s 
to fuch Freethinking ere either Crack brain’d Entos 
fiajts, or Guilty of the moft Diabolical Vices. : 

Upon a View of thefé Pofitions 1 want room to Exciaim ; “ 
mult leave that Reafonable Talk to the Reader. Thefe ar S* 
Biefled Effects of the Late Management of Affairs. Our Fre 
thinkers. weve not onjy Prowaed and Fatronized by the huss 
leaders Of the Whigs, but nyade_a Conliderable pare of all thes 
fecret Cabals and Ailemblics. ’T'ws not without’ good (10:08 
thar ow Clergy charg’d that Party with a Defign to Inset 
Atheifm; the Moniter is now come forth, fhews bicuch 
popuenty- The many Scandslous Kooks that have foul'd 

refs for chefé Twenty Years, with lmpadent Scarrilitirs 2g2:0- 
our Monarchy, Our Religien, our Church, our Clergy 204 “* 
Two Univeriities, were but Pretaces to this lat Confammate “ 
tempt upon the very Beiag of the Almighty. Their’s be 1 
Guilt who have goa hand in hand with thefe Mifacarts. 7 
Party mrft be Ripe tor Deftructiea, fince they have eaten‘ 
their Leveiliag Priticiples, even tothe: Dethroning of the Mose 
of the Univerie. This Difcovery cals upon us to come det fo" 
them, not only as we are Good Subjects and good Prot fants, 
as we are Men and Chr/ians. Let there be no more Suite. © 
more Contention, no pleading the Caufe of thle Wretches, 0" 
Scheme is now difpl:y'd tuthe World; and whofe Creed conus 
thofe two Abominable Negatives, No Suecuand No Get : 








= LONDON: Printed for Joun Morrnew, near Stationers-Hai, 1712. 
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to the Devil, p- 3%. He calls the Denial of future State ‘ 














